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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 PARIS 23687 161750Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

055412 161949Z/73 

R 161748Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7162 

SECRET PARIS 23687 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUB J : BRIEFING OTHER GOVERNMENTS ON SECRETARY'S MIDDLE 
EAST TRIP 

REFS: A. SECTO 08170. B. SECTO 08171. C. PARIS 23598. 

IN A MEETING WITH QUAI SECRETARY GENERAL SOUTOU ON 
AUGUST 16, 1 DREW EXTENSIVELY ON REFTEL A IN ORDER TO 
BRIEF HIM ON THE SECRETARY'S MIDDLE EAST TRIP. 

SOUTOU EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE INFORMATION. 

SPEAKING PERSONALLY, HE SAID THAT HE DOES NOT SHARE 
THE "GENERAL PESSIMISM" ABOUT THE SITUATION. 

RECOGNIZING ALL THE INTRACTABLE PROBLEMS-OF WHICH 
HE CONSIDERS IERUSALEM TO BE THE TOUGHEST-HE THINKS 
THAT ULTIMATELY ISRAEL CANNOT HOLD OUT AGAINST THE 
INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT THAT IS UNDER WAY. HE BELIEVES 
THAT BEGIN IS THE SOLE ISRAELI LEADER WHO CAN ACCEPT 
WHAT ISRAEL MUST ACCEPT IN ORDER TO REACH A SETTLE- 
MENT. IN THIS CONNECTION, SOUTOU DREW A PARALLEL 
WITH DE GAULLE'S BEHAVIOR ON THE ALGERIAN QUESTION. 

HARTMAN 

SECRET 
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